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Ex-Political Prisoner Arives m US.
AP{Sunday, July 14, 2002 00:00]

BELMNG, Chins - A Tibetan teacher believed to
be China's longest-held political prisoner arrived
i the United States on Saturday, freed nine years
- zarly on medicsl grounds, a leading U 8. baman

'wfmwﬂ.-ﬁMhmwM
Wummn‘mw
- said Jigme Sangpo was “frail but mentally sharp ”

- Kamm atiributed the relesse 1o China's post-
September 1| desire to bolster relations with
- Washington

“Fm not st ail convinced that the policy toward Tibet is changing. But 1 think they want to further relations with the
Uinited Ssates and see this a5 2 way of doing L™ be wid in 2 Rlephone intervicw.
Calls to Chiny's Foreign Ministry werent immediately snswered Sunday moming.

By all sccounts China's longest-serving political prisoner, Sigre Sangpo was arrested in September 1983 and
semtenced to 15 years in prison on charges of "counterrevolutionary incitement and propagends” for campaigning
against Chinese rule in Tibet, sccording to Kasm,

His semtence wa extended twice afler that and had been due to expire on September 3, 201 1, when he would be in
his mid-803. Prison suthorities exempted him from physical labor several years ago because of his age, Ksmm said,

In April, Jigme Sangpo was released from Lhasa's Drapchi Prison into the custody of his niece in Lhass, 2 move
initially befieved 10 be o relesse. But Kamon said he was kept under house srrest.

ligme Sangpo was also one of five prisoners cited by U.S. Ambassador Clark T. Rands during a Janui..;, 21 speech
in Hong Kong.

The London-based Tibet Information Network, a monitoring group, said ligme Sangpo was the sixth Tibetan
mmwm.mw*wqmumwmmmmmw
mdependence songs in prison. The most recent, Ngawang Choerom, was freed June 21,

"t scemns the Chinese authontics are reassessing the necessity of continuing o hold people in prisons for long
mﬁmmmmwhmm«mwwmmmm.

Kamm, who met with Jigine Sangpo in Lhass fast month, said heaith may bave been another factor in the release.
"He needs medical treatment that they can't provide,” Kamns said.

He said Jigme Sangpo was en route to Washingion, where he will live with a relative and begin medical tresimont,
The Tibetan's plane ride to the United States was “very emotional * Kamm said

China removed all refevence 1o counterrevolutionary crimes from its lagal code in 1997 after repeated international
complaints that the term was 200 vague. Today, the most comemon charge is subversion, which is used in similar
cases.

Kamm said figures given 1o him by the Chinvse government say there are 110 prisomers in Tibet serving sentences
on charges of "endangering stste scourity ™

Kanun started the Dwhua Foundation aer unsuccessfully trying to persuade U8 buesinesses to lobby China for
prisoner releases. He has been mvolved in the release uf several political prisoners. Duitiwa means “dialogse” in
- Mandariz Chinese,

U B R IE
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China threatens Spain over Tibet lawsuits; Judge
announces extensmn of cases to cover Nangpa qhootm;,

lnammtmmmwmmhmfwﬁpm#
request for Chinese officials to testify in court in Madnd and demaondcd tha
the Spanish government block a ground-breaking investigation in 1l
Spanhh Court on ciimes against the Tibetan people, calling it . “false:

fetter is the first wrillen response from the Chinesc
mm«m MMMmphdhmw» High
Commmm "univarsal jurisdiction,” a dochine thot allows
courts to reach beyond national borders in cases of torture, terorisp,
MMWWM

mmmmmmmmaaw,
on May 5 of rufings against eight Chinese leaders, including Tibet
Autonomous Region Party Secretary Zhang Qinghi, in tho Spanish Higti
Court in connection with the harsh crackdown on dissent in Tibet that ha-
been ongoing from March 2008. mmhwmqﬂmwihwiumm
from the Chinese minislry to questicn the defendant> in China sheulil thoy
refuze to do so0 before the Lipanish court,

mMMmmwamwmum‘s

CmmmywwWNM&:&onﬁmwmm i which
there is a clear Spanish conne

Despite the ruling and continuing preuum from China, Judge Podiaz hins
recently announced the extension of one of the Tibet lawsuits to inciude an

investigation into the Nangpa shooting of September 2006, when 17 .year ~

old nun Kelsang Namtso was shol dead by Chinese border forcas while
attempting * to Cross Tibet's border into extle.
This Is an explicit admission of the incident as a ciime against humanity
On July 14, in a written acceptance of the exiension, Judge Pedraz again

asked the Indian govemment for permission fo travel to India in order o
interview the Tibetan witnesses of the Nangpa shooting. American climber,

Luiz Benitez, who witnessed Kelsany Naititsc being fatally shat in the back
as she and other nuns, monks and children attempted to flee across ihe
Nangpa Pass, gave evidence on July 17 to Judge Pedraz at Spain's High

PG R R AR S R
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